GHOSTS, NATURE-BEINGS, AND GODS

belief in this definite, powerful, and benevolent
Father, ' there is not any worship of himJ; but
'the dances round the figure of clay and the
invocating of his name by the medicine-men,
certainly might have led up to it.'1 For my
part, I see here an instance of what I have
called Passive Religion. The point of special
interest to us is that nothing more than these
simplest of rites co-exists with the belief in a
being so definite and elevated so high above
ordinary spirits and above man as is this All-
Father of the Australians.

It seems highly probable that for generations
the relations maintained with ghosts, nature-
beings, and creators, by primitive man were too
occasional and unofficial to permit of our regard-
ing them as anything more than steps prelimi-
nary to the formation of Positive Religion.

Rites and ceremonies serve, in addition to their
ostensible purpose, to complete the work of fixa-
tion begun by language. It is only when a belief
has become embodied in a system of actions that
it has attained the full measure of reality and
durability of which it is capable.

1 The Native Tribes of South-East Australia, pp. 500, 506-508.
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